
me.  I want to get to know you, so 
that I can better serve you.
     I look forward to hearing from 
you! 

E-mail:  nkinion@wsu.edu
Phone: 545-3511 ext.6204

09   BENTON & FRANKLIN COUNTIES

4•H FOCUSWSU County Extension O"  ce Phone Numbers:
 Pasco (509) 545-3511

Kennewick (509) 735-3551
Prosser (509) 786-5609

Natalie Kinion : nkinion@wsu.edu
County e-mail: franklinco@wsu.edu

Volunteer Leader Training  
Get these dates written down: April 14,

April 21, April 28, and May 5 -see page 2

4-H Camp Information 
Campers registrations are due April 10

New Look to 4-H Focus 
We are trying to update our look  

-more information in less space. 

4-H Council Meeting Minutes --March 9, 2009

Extension programs and 
employment are available 
to all without
discrimination.  Evidence 
of noncompliance may 
be reported through your 
local Extension o"  ce.
Persons with a disability 
requiring special
accommodations while 
participating in these 
programs may call the
Extension o"  ce to make 
that request. Without a 
request in advance, we
cannot guarantee the 
acccommodations of that 
site.  

NATALIE'S NOTES:
    Hello 4-Hers!  I'm really excited to 
come on board as the Benton and 
Franklin County 4-H and Youth De-
velopment Extension Educator.  I'm 
looking forward to getting to know 
each and every one of you.
     One way that I would like to start 
building relationships is by visiting 
your club meetings.  I'm hoping 
to # nd out what kind of program-
ming and training is needed and/or 
wanted by all of you, so I'm asking 
to be invited to come and take part 
in a club meeting.  I have a little 
information to share and a short 
survey that will assist me in gath-

ering your needs.  This will take 
10 ± 15 minutes total.  Now, what I 
need from you are some invitations 
to come and participate.  Please 
call me at the o"  ce (509-545-3511 
ext.6204).  
     Another way that I would like 
to get to know you is by being 
aware of what you and your clubs 
are doing.  I'd like to try to make it 
out to many of the cool things that 
I'm hearing about.  Whether it is a 
special day dedicated to program-
ming and training, a community 
service event, or just a special club 
celebration, I'd like you to think of 

Agents Report:

- June 10th-14th are the camp dates.
- April 10th- camper registration due 

Announcements: 

-Still looking for families to take in 
the Japanese exchange students.

-RADA Rabbits youth show is April 
25th

-County-wide 4-H picnic June 20th

Old Business:

- Gear Up for Fair had over 110 kids 
sign up.

New Business:

 - 4H dance:
 Looking for a coordinator 



LIFE SKILLS
CORNER

 
We are going to be-
gin including helpful 
information for the Life 
Skills portion of 4-H 
again in the 4-H
FOCUS on a monthly 
basis.  Life Skills in-
cludes Public Presen-
tations , 4-H Record 
Books and Leadership 
Experiences.  

Did you know that 
there is a brief
Life Skills Training 
presentation at the 
end of each monthly 
4-H Council meeting?  
So far this year we 
have had information 
given about Record 
Books, organizing and 
giving Public Presenta-
tions and a separate 
informational event for 
advocacy training.

The April Life Skills 
Training session is fo-
cused on an area 4-Her 
modeling a public 
presentation from one 
of her projects.

 It is de! nitely not 
too late for clubs and 
4-Hers to begin their 
Record Books for this 
year"  Goals should be 
written and signed by 
now and calendars 
kept up to date.  

Did you know that 
there are leaders 
who are willing to 
visit clubs and who can 
answer your record 
book questions any 
time during the year?  
Please call Nancy 
Weaver 627-6666 if 
you would like any 
help. 

RADA RABBITS & CAVIES SHOW

The 16th Annual show will be held on Saturday, April 25th, 2009 from 8am-5pm at the 
Benton County Fairgrounds in Kennewick, WA  

Activities: include:
ARBA Rabbit & Cavy youth show (with awards & ribbons)· 
Youth Silent Auction· 
Best in the Northwest Ra#  e· 
Fitting and Showing Workshops· 
Split the Bunny Pot· 
4-H Club Poster Contest with cash prizes · 
Kids Korner: Activity center for ages 8 and under. Rabbit Care video,coloring  · 

 contest, and Petting Zoo
Funny Bunny and Cavy Contest"· 
Rabbit and Cavy Jeopardy Contest· 

Download a show catalog from the Washington State Rabbit Breeders Association's website: 
www.wsrba.net, under ªshowsº or  Contact Aggie Mowry at aarabbits@charter.net

APRIL 4-H YOUTH SEMINAR & SHOW

4-H MILLION TREES

Led by the Belmont (California) 4-H 
Club, the 4-H Million Trees (4HMT) 
Project is a large-scale service-learning 
project with the goal to plant 1,000,000 
trees across the United States by 2011 
to beautify America, absorb atmospher-
ic carbon dioxide, and combat global 
climate change.  In 2008, National 4-H 
Headquarters signed a partnership 
agreement with Arbor Day Founda-
tion in support of this project.  Contact 
Natalie Kinion (nkinion@wsu.edu) at 
the Franklin County O$  ce (545-3511) 
to get more information about planting 
trees for the 4HMT project.

http://clubs.ca4h.org/sanmateo/mil-
liontrees/

NATIONAL SOIL PROJECT 
AT NORTHEASTERN

UNIVERSITY

Dr. Geo% rey Davies and a research team 
are working on a project to do soil 
analyses of agricultural topsoils from 
di% erent parts of the U.S. 4-H clubs can 
help to collect samples that can be 
analyzed to give a much clearer assess-
ment of the health of the Nation's soils. 
4-H members and families can help to 
contribute to this national soil research 
project.

To be a part of the project, check out:

http://4h.wsu.edu/news/Tues/
attachments/3-24NationalSoilProject.
pdf



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

volunteer leader training

Volunteer Leader Training is 
mandatory for re-enrollment.  
Classes will be offered on the 
following dates:

VLT #1 - April 14

VLT #2 - April 21

VLT #3 - April 28

VLT #4 - May 5

All classes will be held at the 
Pasco Extension office:
404 W. Clark Street
from 7:00 - 9:00pm.

Call 545-3511 to register.

4-H members and parents are, as 
always, welcome to attend.

SUPERINTENDENTS NEEDED FOR FAIR

The Benton Franklin Fair has an immediate opening for superintendent of the 
following departments: Photography,  
Open class/ 4-H Cats, Home economics 
food judging, and 4-H in Action.

The superintendent will be responsible 
for securing a judge for the entries, and 
organizing the display of entries at the 
fair, Aug. 25-29.

 If you would like to volunteer for this 
position, please contact Sara Renee at 
586-9211, Ext. 204.

AN INVITATION TO 4-H CLOTHING & TEXTILE
PROJECT LEADERS

 The 4-H Clothing and Textile Advisors of Franklin, Benton, and Walla Walla 
Counties would like to extend an invitation to all 4-H Clothing and Textile 
project leaders to attend our monthly educational meetings.  4-H Clothing 
and Textile Advisors meet the 1st Thursday of the month from 9:30 a.m. to 
Noon at Franklin County Public Works Maintenance Shop, 3416 Stearman, 
Pasco, WA .  Please come and join us and watch for information on how 
you can participate in a training session to become a 4-H CTA.
 

SEW GREEN, GO GREEN IN 4-H!
The 4-H Clothing and Textile Advisors o! ered a make and take quick proj-
ect made on hand crank sewing machines at the Gear Up For Fair activity 
day on March 7.  If you would like 
to have your own " eet of hand 
crank sewing machines, a guide 
to identifying and converting 
inexpensive mechanical sewing 
machines available at yard sales 
and thrift stores can be found at:  

http://4h.wsu.edu/
clothing/4HGoGreenActitivity.pdf

Sally Walter is available to answer 
any additional questions you 
might have at:  waltera@wwics.
com  or  509 529-7447

4-H CAMPER APPLICATIONS DUE APRIL 10
SEE ONLINE FOR APPLICATION http://benton-franklin.
wsu.edu/4h/documents/2009camperapplication.pdf



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 2-4 North Central Washington Livestock Show, Grant County Fairgrounds, Moses Lake
April 4-5 April Fools Boer Goat Weekend, Skamania Fairgrounds, Stevenson, WA  For more information
  contact Becki Crighton at 503-631-3996 or email at Becki@CopperCreekBoers.com
April 10  Deadline for 4-H Camper Registrations
April 10  Entry deadline for the Junior Livestock Show of Spokane
April 11  WSU Feeder Pig Sale, Grant County Fairgrounds, Moses Lake
  Must pre-order and pay for pigs, for more information contact WSU Swine Center at 509-335-2287.
April 13  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Highlands Middle School Library, 425 S. Tweedt Street,  Kennewick, WA
April 14  VLT #1, 7-9 p.m., Pasco Extension O•  ce
April 18  Pork Quality Assurance Plus training, 10 a.m. to noon, 4-H Building at the Benton County Fairgrounds
  Pre-registration is required by calling 509-735-3551.
April 21  VLT #2, 7-9 p.m., Pasco Extension O•  ce
April 21  4-H Horse Parent & Leader Meeting, 7 p.m at the  
  Kennewick Extension o•  ce
April 25  Rada Rabbits & Cavies 4-H Youth April Seminar &  
  Shows, 8am-5pm, Benton County Fairgrounds
April 28  VLT #3, 7-9 p.m., Pasco Extension O•  ce
May 1  Entry deadline for Market Lambs for the
  Northwest Junior Sheep Exposition (Moses Lake)
May 3-6 Central Washington Junior Livestock Show,
  Toppenish
May 5  VLT #4, 7-9 p.m., Pasco Extension O•  ce
May 5-10 Junior Livestock Show of Spokane, Spokane County Fair and Expo Center
May 9  WSU Feeder Pig Sale, WSU Cattle Feeding Lab, Pullman  Must pre-order and pay for pigs, for more   
  information contact WSU Swine Center at 509-335-2287.
May 11  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Highlands Middle School Library 425 S. Tweedt Street,  Kennewick, WA
May 12  Animal Science Training (Mandatory), 7-9 pm, Kennewick Extension O•  ce
May 15  Horse Certi€ cates due to the Kennewick Extension O•  ce
May 16  Benton Franklin Fair Tag Day for goats, hogs and lambs, 7 a.m - Noon, Benton County Fairgrounds
June 10-14 4-H Camp, Camp Wooten
June 8  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Highlands Middle School Library, 425 S. Tweedt Street,  Kennewick, WA
June 27  Columbia Basin Junior Livestock Show Tag Day for lambs and hogs, 9 a.m. to noon at the
  fairgrounds in Connell
June 27  Last Pork Quality Assurance Plus training for 2009, 10 a.m. to noon, 4-H Building at the
  Benton County Fairgrounds
  Pre-registration is required by calling 509-735-3551.
June 28-30 2009 4-H Teen Conference, Pullman, WA
July 13  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.,  Kennewick Library, 1620 S Union St, Kennewick, WA     
August 10 4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Mid Columbia Library, 1620 S Union St, Kennewick, WA

WELCOME NEW & RE!ENROLLING CLUBS
American Farmers
Backyard Buds
Benton City Clovers
Bringin Home the Bacon
Country Cousins

Dune Dusters
Footloose
Greer-Short Sewing
Muddie Buddies
Pony Pals

Silver Spurs
Squealers
Whitstran 4-H Club
World Winds



ANIMAL SCIENCE

All market goats and sheep are required to be tagged on Satur-
day, May 16, 2009, from 7:00 a.m. to noon, at the Benton-Franklin 
Fairgrounds.  All market swine exhibitors must be present or have 
someone present that can complete the paper work, pick up the 
assigned tags and sign the weight sheet and list of procedures. 
The following information is required: Exhibitor Name, Address, 
Phone Number, Club or Chapter Name, Age Division, Current 
Grade in School, and Name of the Breeder (lambs only).  You must 
have all this information on hand to speed up the process at the 
scales and increase the accuracy of the market stock records.   

All lambs will be weighed, as well as tagged, on May 16th to 
determine average daily gain for the ªLamb of Meritº program.  
Superior Farms requires all lambs (ewes and wethers) to have 
USDA or WSDA Scrapie Eradication • ock identi€ cation.  Exhibi-
tors, parents, or advisors will have to unload lambs from the 
vehicle and lead them to the scales to be weighed and tagged. 
Lamb exhibitors must have the lamb's breeder information which 
will include the Scrapie • ock identi€ cation tag number. 

Bio-security procedures: tag applicators will be disinfected be-
tween animals; lambs and goats will be removed by exhibitor/
parent from the vehicle and lined up for weighing.

Each 4-H and FFA member can tag up to a maximum of two 
animals but may sell only one market animal.  If a Benton Frank-
lin Fair market animal loses a tag, the exhibitor must notify their 
leader within one week of the loss.  They must also send a letter 
of noti€ cation to: Benton Franklin Fairboard and the Department 
Superintendent.  If an animal comes to the fair without a tag, or 
if the proper procedure has not been followed, that exhibitor will 
not be allowed to show or sell at the fair.

The o!  cial tag day for both lamb and swine projects for the 
Columbia Basin Junior Livestock Show will be Saturday, June 27th 
from 9 a.m. until noon at the show grounds in Connell.  Entry forms 
will be available and the $10 exhibitor fee and the $25 member-
ship fee (1 membership per family) is due at tag day. 

All lambs will be weighed, as well as tagged, to determine average 
daily gain for the ªLamb of Meritº program.  Superior Farms requires 
all lambs (ewes and wethers) to have USDA or WSDA Scrapie Eradi-
cation • ock identi€ cation.  Exhibitors, parents, or advisors will have 
to unload lambs from the vehicle and lead them to the scales to 
be weighed and tagged. Lamb exhibitors must provide the lamb's 
breeder information which will include the scrapie • ock identi€ ca-
tion number for all lambs.

BENTON FRANKLIN FAIR GOAT, LAMB, AND SWINE TAG DAY

COLUMBIA BASIN JUNIOR LIVESTOCK SHOW 
TAG DAY

Swine exhibitors do not bring their pig proj-
ect animals to the show grounds but must 
pick up their tags on June 27th.  No tags will 
be sent out.  Exhibitors will also be required 
to € ll out the information forms when they 
pick up their tags, with Name, Address, 
Phone Number, Age, Chapter/Club, and Age 
division



HORSE CERTIFICATES & 
SHOWMANSHIP

PRE-QUALIFYING

All 4-H project horses need to have a 
completed Horse Certi! cates (CO233) 
on ! le with Kennewick Extension 
o"  ce.  Horse certi! cates are due 
May 15, 2009. Certi! cates are valid 
for a year and must be updated on a 
yearly basis. Certi! cates for any new 
horse or new 4-H member should 
be turned in at least 90 days prior to 
any qualifying or exhibit activity.  This 
includes any showmanship pre-quali-
fying events. 

At the March 4-H Horse Parent and 
Leader's Meeting it was decided that 
there would be a monthly opportu-
nity for intermediates and seniors to 
get their # at blue in Showmanship 
for eligibility for the 4-H State Fair.  
The ! rst show that would tentatively 
have a qualifying showmanship class 
is on April 18th in Benton City at the 
BCJFRA arena, so certi! cates turned 
in 2008 are still e$ ective for this 
show.  However, if you have a new 
horse or are a new 4-H member any 
certi! cates turned in now will not be 
e$ ective for 90 days.

The horse certi! cate is a recognition 
of the animal as a 4-H project.  This 
certi! cate is valuable and should be 
kept in a safe place.  Some events 
require an exhibitor to show their 
copy of the horse certi! cate prior to 
allowing the animal to be shown in a 
4-H show. 

Extension programs and employment are available to all without       
discrimination.  Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through 
your local Extension o!  ce.

04/09
FRANKLIN COUNTY EXTENSION 

1016 N. 4th Ave, Pasco, WA 99301 
 (509) 545-3511  fax 509-545-2130

DISEASE PREVENTION ON-LINE TRAINING 

This is the ! rst of two online training modules being o$ ered through WSU 
Veterinary Medicine Extension for 4-H Volunteer Leaders who work with 
youth livestock projects.

The Disease Prevention Module is 
intended speci! cally for volunteer 
leaders and provides training, re-
sources, and ideas to help prepare 
volunteer leaders to teach youth 
about bio-security. This course was 
created in response to the need 
expressed by volunteer leaders 
throughout the state for an interac-
tive on-line resource about disease 
prevention in 4-H livestock projects. 
We hope you ! nd the content to be 
useful and that you will bring these 
concepts to youth in your club 
so that we raise healthy animals 
through youth livestock projects 
in Washington State%  This module 
will take approximately one hour to 
complete.

If you are interested in participating 
in the training module, you can ac-
cess the link in either of the options 
below:

* Is this your ! rst time taking a course with us? Go to:
http://breeze.wsu.edu/diseasepreventioncourse2/event/registration.html 

* You can also access the module through the Veterinary Medicine
Extension site at http://vetextension.wsu.edu/programs/4-H/index.htm 

The 2009 State 4-H Dairy Bowl Contest 
will be held in the Allmendinger Room at 
the Puyallup Research & Extension Center 
on March 28, 2009.  The winning team 
will be invited to participate in the 2009 
North American International Livestock 
Exposition, held in early November, 2009 
in Louisville, Kentucky.

 If you have a team interested in this 
state-wide contest, please contact Ned 
Zaugg at:  nedz@co.skagit.wa.us.  

STATE 4-H DAIRY
QUIZ BOWL CONTEST


