
June 1. Keep checking the WSU 
Extension website for more up-
to-date details
(http://ext.wsu.edu/).   

E-mail:  nkinion@wsu.edu
Phone: 545-3511 ext.6204
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Kennewick (509) 735-3551
Prosser (509) 786-5609

Natalie Kinion : nkinion@wsu.edu
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Help Host Japanese Youth  
Contact Mary Walsh (586-0237) for more

info about hosting 4-H Exchange students

You're Invited: ALL 4-H Picnic  
June 20 at Columbia Point Marina Park

from 10:00am-2:30pm

Register for 4-H Teen Conference 
Check out the state conference web page:

4-h.wsu.edu/conferences/teenconf/index.htm

4-H Council Meeting Minutes --April 7, 2009

Extension programs and 
employment are available 
to all without
discrimination.  Evidence 
of noncompliance may 
be reported through your 
local Extension o!  ce.
Persons with a disability 
requiring special
accommodations while 
participating in these 
programs may call the
Extension o!  ce to make 
that request. Without a 
request in advance, we
cannot guarantee the 
acccommodations of that 
site.  

NATALIE'S NOTES:
    Hello 4-Hers"  Thank you to 
all of you who have already 
responded with generous 
invitations to come visit a club 
meeting.  I have a busy sched-
ule, but I am incorporating all of 
the invitations.  If I haven't heard 
from you or your club, then I will 
probably be getting in contact 
with many of the 4-H leaders 
to incorporate your voice in my 
needs survey of Benton-Franklin 
County 4-H.

     I know you are also prob-
ably interested in hearing more 
about the budget cuts, however, 
at this time we still have not re-
ceived much more information.  
We just received word about the 
legislation's planned budget, 
and now we will wait for WSU to 
announce how the new budget 
will be allocated throughout 
the university.  This announce-
ment should occur May 1, with 
a # nalized budget planned for 

Agents Report:

-4-H Camp is full -- thank you"

-Budget Update

Announcements: 

-Still looking for families to take in 
the Japanese exchange students.

-ALL 4-H Picnic is June 20th at 
Columbia Point Marina Park from 
10:00am - 2:30pm

Old Business:

 - 4H dance is needing chaperones

- Bylaws were reviewed and passed

New Business:

-Discussed proposed privatization of 
fairground management



LIFE SKILLS CORNER

Here are some

Record Book Tips

1. Begin working on your 
Record Book early.

2. Try working on your 
record book weekly. If you 
do not have a lot of time, 
quickly jot down entries 
on a calendar. You can 
transfer the information 
later to your Record Book.

3. Use an overall calendar 
to save time.

4. You can use your record 
book calendar for ALL 
activities, such as sports, 
church, family events, etc. 
Your calendar does not 
have to be only 4-H proj-
ect related.

5. Grade Level: Please list 
your Highest Grade Com-
pleted at the time of fair 
entry. This is the grade 
you were in on January 1, 
2009.

6. It is important that you 
enter your record book 
in the appropriate class: 
Primary, Junior, Intermedi-
ate, or Senior.

7. Project Goals/Plans: 
Be sure this is signed and 
dated by you, your leader 
AND parent.

     This year we have another great line up of workshops for the Teen 
Conference!  Take a look, but don©t stop reading until you©ve read 
all the titles and descrip-
tions.  There will be over 
30 workshops focusing on 
educational choices, career 
options and life skills. 
These workshops will cover 
the topics the youth had 
the most frequent ques-
tions about in regards to 
their future.   This year's 4-H 
Teen Conference will be 
held June 28-30 at WSU's 
Pullman Campus.
     You will " nd the work-
shops on the 2009 4-H 
Teen Conference homep-
age at: http://www.4h.wsu.
edu/conferences/teenconf/
index.htm.  

4!H NEWS
4-H Teen Conference

900 members of the public.
     Our honorees have protected 
Native sacred sites from develop-
ment, restored wetlands, spread 
awareness about threatened sea 
turtles, coordinated student net-
works pushing for a clean energy 
future, and much, much more. 
Their impact doesn't stop there. 
They continue as environmental 
change agents, writers, organiz-
ers, visionaries, and speakers, 
supported by Earth Island In-
stitute's New Leaders Initiative.  
Past winners have gone on to 
speak at Bioneers -- like Erica 
Fernandez 2007, launch their 
own groups -- like Rachel Barge 
2007, and become Ashoka Fel-
lows -- like Billy Parish 2004.  Join 
them.  Apply today for the 2009 
Brower Youth Award at: http://
www.broweryouthawards.org/.  
Applications for the 2009 awards 
are due May 15.

     We're looking for nominations 
of powerful student/youth envi-
ronmental leaders (ages 13-22) 
in North America for the Brower 
Youth Award.  It's a great oppor-
tunity for activists to get cash, 
support, and recognition for their 
work ± and take their e# orts to 
the next level.
     The Brower Youth Awards just 
launched the 2009 prize search 
for outstanding youth leaders.  
We're looking for individuals 
ages 13-22 with the power and 
persistence to create environ-
mental change.
     The Brower Youth Awards 
honors six young people annu-
ally with a $3000 cash award and 
weeklong trip to the San Francis-
co Bay Area.  During that week, 
award recipients will participate 
in a week of media and public 
outreach and be recognized at 
an awards ceremony attended by 

Brower Youth Awards



4•H NEWS
Superintendents Needed for Fair

     The Benton Franklin Fair has an immediate opening for superintendent of 
the following departments: Photography,  Open class/ 4-H Cats, Home eco-
nomics food judging, and 4-H in Action.
     The superintendent will be responsible for securing a judge for the entries, 
and organizing the display of entries at the fair, Aug. 25-29.
     If you would like to volunteer for this position, please contact Sara Renee 
at 586-9211, Ext. 204.

     The spread of the ªSwine Fluº 
or Swine In• uenza Virus H1N1 
in Mexico, the U.S. and around 
the world has naturally created 
increased concern for individuals 
involved with swine production.  
Even though the name indicates 
a connection to swine, the spread 
of this illness has not been linked 
to contact with pigs.  The Swine 
Flu virus, H1N1, is spreading from 
human-to-human contact trans-
mission.  To date, the virus has not 
been isolated in any animals (pigs 
or avian).  The Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) released the follow-
ing statement:  ªSwine in• uenza 
viruses are not spread by food.  
You cannot get swine in• uenza 
from eating pork or pork prod-
ucts. Eating properly handled 
and cooked pork product is safe.º  
Not only should producers take 
precaution to protect their health, 
but they should also make sure 
biosecurity practices are in place 
to protect their animals and keep 
this virus from entering the U.S. 
swine herds.  Adult and youth 
producers, 4-H/FFA parents, advi-
sors, and leaders can help protect 
themselves and the U.S. swine 
industry by implementing and 
maintaining biosecurity practices.  
If you own swine, consider the fol-
lowing practices to help prevent 
diseases from being transmitted 
to your animals: 
´  Individuals should shower and 

COUNTYWIDE

4-H

PICNIC

ATTENTION ALL 4-H

LEADERS AND MEMBERS:

 Save the date for June 
20th from 10:00am until 
2:30 pm.  Come join other 
4-H'ers from Benton and 
Franklin County with food, 
games, and fun!  There 
will also be door prizes 
for those in attendance 
at Columbia Point Marina 
Park.  If you would like to 
donate to the 4-H Picnic 
effort, or if you would 
like to assist in rounding 
up the supplies and vol-
unteers needed, please 
contact Hope Harkins at 
627-1293 or at

4hprcommittee@gmail.
com.

change into farm-speci! c clothes 
and shoes before entering facili-
ties and handling swine.   These 
farm-speci! c clothes and shoes 
should be speci! c to only your 
farm, not other farms you may 
visit.  These clothing items should 
only be worn on your farm.
´  Individuals exhibiting in• uenza-
like symptoms should not have 
contact with the pigs for at least 
seven days.  Individuals with 
symptoms should be seen by a 
medical provider.
´  Restrict access to your facili-
ties and to your pigs to essential 
individuals responsible for care of 
pigs.
´  Prevent international visitors 
from entering facilities or handling 
pigs.
´  Contact your veterinarian or 
the Washington State Depart-
ment of Agriculture Veterinarian 
if swine exhibit • u-like or respira-
tory illness, especially in the onset 
or presentation of the illness is 
unusual.
´  Wash hands frequently, especial-
ly before and after handling swine. 
     For more information about 
swine in• uenza virus transmission 
to pigs or more detailed biosecuri-
ty practices visit www.pork.org or 
www.wsu.porkgateway.org.  The 
Center for Disease Control, www.
cdc.gov, has information avail-
able concerning the spread of the 
H1N1 virus.

ªSwine Fluº Informat ion



WELCOME NEW & RE•ENROLLING CLUBS
Lucky Charms
   

Mini Racers Rocky Top 4-H Whittlin Whistlin Brigade

ANIMAL SCIENCE

in the ªe-mail invitationº. So please alert your 4-H 
horse leaders that they may be receiving an invita-
tion to participate.
     The parents of the selected 4-H horse members 
will receive by mail, a parental consent form in 
order for their youth to participate. Consent forms 
with a stamped return envelope will be sent by Dr. 
Arnold from OSU and returned to her. The parental 
consent is the most critical aspect of the success 
of reaching our goal of 700 Washington 4-H horse 
members to take the survey!!! Once the parental 
consent form is received¼then the 4-H horse 
member will be sent the survey either by e-mail or 
mail.
     The study will occur between mid-April and will 
conclude on June 15th.
Once the study is complete, Dr. Arnold will analyze 
the data and produce a statewide report for us, at 
which time we will share with all of you. In addi-
tion, the participating counties will be acknowl-
edged in this statewide report.
     If you have speci" c questions about the re-
search study and survey questions, please feel free 
to contact Dr. Mary Arnold at mary.arnold@or-
egonstate.edu or by phone (541) 737-1315. If you 
have questions about the process for Washington 
State, please feel to contact Pat BoyEs, State 4-H 
Program Leader, at boyesp@wsu.edu

     The Washington 4-H program, in partnership 
with the Oregon 4-H program, is conducting a 
statewide study of 4-H horse leaders and mem-
bers. 
     Horse leaders and members 8th grade and 
older, randomly selected and strati" ed by county, 
will be invited to participate in this study. This is 
one of the " rst research projects in the country to 
look at the impact on youth who participate in the 
4-H horse program.
     The principal investigator/researcher is Dr. 
Mary Arnold, Associate Professor and 4-H Youth 
Development Specialist in Program Planning and 
Evaluation for Oregon State University 4-H youth 
program.
     The results of this study will be groundbreaking 
in 4-H, as the highest enrollment in the Washing-
ton 4-H is the horse program.
     We are aiming for 1,000 4-H leaders and 700 4-H 
horse members in Washington State to participate. 
The survey is quite detailed and takes about 30 
minutes to complete. This will help us gain in-
depth understanding of the 4-H horse program 
ranging from feelings/attitudes about competition 
and con# ict to principles of positive youth devel-
opment (Tufts Study) to healthy pro-social behav-
iors (similar to Washington's Healthy Youth Survey).
     The selected leaders will be receiving an invita-
tion to participate by e-mail and then will be able 
to get the link to the on-line survey as identi" ed 

Statewide Study of 4-H Horse Leaders and Members



ANIMAL SCIENCE
PQA+ Exams

Northwest Junior Sheep Exposition
by Sarah Smith
     The 2009 Northwest Junior Sheep Exposition (NWJSE) sponsored by Washington State University Exten-
sion and Department of Animal Sciences will be held July 16-17 at the Grant County Fairgrounds in Moses 
Lake, Washington.  The Junior Sheep Expo o• ers an excellent opportunity for young people from through-
out the Paci€ c Northwest to showcase their sheep projects in a competitive, fun, and educational environ-
ment.   
     According to the show©s President and lead organizer, Scott Mortimer of Wilson Creek Washington, ªThe 
Northwest Junior Sheep Exposition provides a unique and fun learning experience for all youth interested 
in sheep by combining the most current technology in animal science with the traditions of the past.º  
This event will include classes for market lambs, prospect lambs, and breeding sheep. Other competitions 
include the Sheep Skill A Thon, which tests one©s knowledge and skill in sheep husbandry and educational 
displays.  The NWJSE uses ultrasound technology and an indexed appraisal system that promotes a more 
accurate and systematic market lamb evaluation and enhances the educational experience of exhibitors 
and spectators. 
     Due to the excellent € nancial support of several organizations and donors, over $3,000 in cash prizes 
and awards will be presented.  Options are available for marketing of lambs following the show. The show 
also precedes the Annual Ram and Ewe Sale sponsored by the Washington State Sheep Producers held on 
July 18 at the same location.
     Exhibitors desiring to enter market lambs in the 2009 NWJSE should complete and return an entry form 
by May 1.  Market lambs must be weighed and tagged between May 10-16, 2009.  The entry deadline for 
feeder lambs, breeding sheep, educational exhibits, and other contests is June 16.  Premium booklets were 
sent to northwest extension o•  ces, FFA Advisors, and previous exhibitors in early April.  Premium books 
and entry forms are also available on WSU Grant Adams Area Extension web page at http://grant adams.
wsu.edu or http://animalag.wsu.edu under ªUpcoming Events.º  Additional copies are also available by con-
tacting Sarah Smith at 509 754 2011, Ext. 413 or by email at smithsm@wsu.edu.

     The National Pork Board's 
age divisions for the Youth Pork 
Quality Assurance Plus (PQA+) 
program are based on the youth's 
age as of January 1 of the current 
year.   Youth 8-11 years-of-age 
are considered beginners and 
must re-certify annually by at-
tending Youth PQA+ educational 
program.  Youth 12-14 years-of-
age and 15-18 years of age can 
certify/re-certify annually by at-
tending Youth PQA+ educational 
program OR certify for multiple 
years by testing at the appropri-
ate skill level.  Once certi€ ed by 
taking an exam, the youth is not 
required to re-certify in the Youth 
PQA+ program until they reach 

utes for scoring. To help ensure 
a successful testing, 4-H swine 
project members should either 
attend a Youth PQA+ program 
or study the Youth PQA+ Manual 
and € ll out a Youth PQA+ Regis-
tration Form the day of the exam.
     O•  cial PQA tests will be 
proctored and are closed book.  
Therefore, no supplemental in-
formation, such as notes or PQA 
manuals, may be used during the 
test.  If the youth is unsuccessful 
in passing the test (a score of un-
der 70%) in three attempts, they 
must complete the interactive CD 
again prior to repeating the test. 

the next age bracket.  When the 
youth reach the next age bracket, 
they must retest at the new skill 
level for multiple year certi€ ca-
tion. A minimum of 70% of the 
questions must be answered cor-
rectly.  Certi€ cation by testing is 
valid for a minimum of one year 
and a maximum of three years.   
     The PQA+ exams must be 
proctored by a state approved 
FFA advisor,or Extension educa-
tor.  Proctored exams can be 
scheduled by contacting the 
WSU Extension o•  ce in Kenne-
wick at 509-735-3551 or e-mail 
smithjea@wsu.edu.  The exams 
shouldn't take more than half an 
hour; allow a few additional min-



Extension programs and employment are available to all without       
discrimination.  Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through 
your local Extension o•  ce.

05/09
FRANKLIN COUNTY EXTENSION 

1016 N. 4th Ave, Pasco, WA 99301 
 (509) 545-3511  fax 509-545-2130

May 1  Entry deadline for Market Lambs for the Northwest Junior Sheep Exposition (Moses Lake)
May 3-6 Central Washington Junior Livestock Show,Toppenish
May 5  VLT #4, 7-9 p.m., Pasco Extension O!  ce
May 5-10 Junior Livestock Show of Spokane, Spokane County Fair and Expo Center
May 9  WSU Feeder Pig Sale, WSU Cattle Feeding Lab, Pullman  Must pre-order and pay for pigs, for more   
  information contact WSU Swine Center at 509-335-2287.
May 11  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Highlands Middle School Library 425 S. Tweedt Street,  Kennewick, WA
May 12  Animal Science Training (Mandatory), 7-9 pm, Kennewick Extension O!  ce
May 15  Horse Certi" cates due to the Kennewick Extension O!  ce
May 16  Benton Franklin Fair Tag Day for goats, hogs and lambs, 7 a.m - Noon,  Benton County Fairgrounds
May 17  Showmanship Clinic with 4-H State Fair Pre-Qualifying classes for Intermediates and Seniors,    
  Benton County Fairgrounds, Kennewick.  Call Hollie at 551-3848 or Rosa at 845-3306 to register.
 May 24  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club.   Registration form and information available at   
  www.franklincountysaddleclub.com
June 8  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Highlands Middle School Library, 425 S. Tweedt Street,  Kennewick, WA
June 10-14 4-H Camp, Camp Wooten
June 20  Benton-Franklin County 4-H Picnic, Columbia Point Marina Park  
June 21  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club.   Registration form and information available at   
  www.franklincountysaddleclub.com
June 22  Monday Night 4-H Focus Riding , 4-H State Fair Pre-Qualifying Showmanship classes for intermediates   
  and seniors, Benton County Fair and Rodeo Association Arena, Benton City
June 27  Columbia Basin Junior Livestock Show Tag Day for lambs and hogs, 9 a.m. to noon at the
  fairgrounds in Connell
June 27  Last Pork Quality Assurance Plus training for 2009, 10 a.m. to noon, 4-H Building at the
  Benton County Fairgrounds.  Pre-registration is required by calling 509-735-3551.
June 28-30 2009 4-H Teen Conference, Pullman, WA
July 13  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.,  Kennewick Library, 1620 S Union St, Kennewick, WA  
July 16-17 Northwest Junior Sheep Exposition (NWJSE) ,Grant County Fairgrounds in Moses Lake, WA
July 18  Pasture Pals 4-H Horse Show, Benton County Fairgrounds, will have medal classes as well as 4-H State   
  Fair Pre-Qualifying Showmanship classes for Intermediate and Seniors
August 10 4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Mid Columbia Library, 1620 S Union St, Kennewick, WA
August 25-29  Benton Franklin Fair & Rodeo .  Theme is ªFun For the Whole Herdº
Sept 6  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club.   Registration form and information available at   
  www.franklincountysaddleclub.com
Sept 9-11 Columbia Basin Junior Livestock Show, Connell, WA
Sept 13  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club.   Registration form and information available at   
  www.franklincountysaddleclub.com
Sept 20  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club.   Registration form and information available at   
  www.franklincountysaddleclub.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


