
• rst year as your extension 
educator an enjoyable one!  
I admire the camaraderie 
throughout 4-H. 

E-mail:  nkinion@wsu.edu
Phone: 545-3511 ext.6204
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4-H Leaders of the Year  
See page 5 for this year's 4-H Leaders of the Year

Youth Leadership Opportunities  
See page  4 for opportunities to get

involved as a youth leader.

Volunteer Leader Training 
See page 2 for the Fall Leader Training dates.

4-H Council Meeting Minutes --August 10, 2009

Extension programs and 
employment are available 
to all without
discrimination.  Evidence 
of noncompliance may 
be reported through your 
local Extension o"  ce.
Persons with a disability 
requiring special
accommodations while 
participating in these 
programs may call the
Extension o"  ce to make 
that request. Without a 
request in advance, we
cannot guarantee the 
acccommodations of that 
site.  

NATALIE'S NOTES:
     I have to admit that I have 
been a selective fair-go'er in 
the past.  I have certain favorite 
exhibits that I like to see, and I 
have other barns that I used to 
avoid.  I have a slight fear of one 
particular barn, but this year I 
wanted to try to be purposeful 
to get around to every barn at 
least once a day.
     I grew up showing pigs and 
being involved with many 
exhibits throughout the 4-H 

barn.  This year, however, I really 
enjoyed getting to go through 
all of the barns.  I think I even 
got over most of my fears about 
that particular barn.  I met sev-
eral 4-H members, leaders, and 
parents.  I was quite impressed 
with the knowledge and exper-
tise that we have in Benton and 
Franklin counties.  It's awesome 
to know the quality of educa-
tion that our 4-Hers are getting!
     Thank you for making my 

     - 4-H Forum is October 16-18 
at The Great Wolf Lodge in Grand 
Mound, WA

  -Selection of Leaders of the Year 
were made.  Mary Walch, Kara 
Jordon  were named Leaders of the 
Year, and Megan Weis was selected 
as Teen Leader of the Year.

-Nominations for o"  cers were ac-
cepted

-It was decided not to have a BBQ at 
the Benton-Franklin Fair---instead, 
a committee has been formed to 
look into the possibility of having a 
potluck at the Medal of Honor 
Ceremony in the Fall. 



Benton-Franklin 
4-H Volunteer 

Leader Trainings

     Volunteer Leader 
Training is mandatory 
for all newly enrolling 
4-H leaders, as well as 
re-enrollment.  
     Classes will be of-
fered on the following 
dates:

VLT #1 - Nov 3

VLT #2 - Nov 10

VLT #3 - Nov 17

VLT #4 - Nov 24

All classes will be held 
at the Pasco Extension 
o•  ce:
404 W. Clark Street
from 7:00 - 9:00pm.

To register for class, call 
545-3511

4-H members and par-
ents are, as always, 
welcome to attend.

4!H NEWS
4-H and cougar football

     4-H friends and families are invited to Future Cougar Day and 
WSU Football, WSU vs. Southern Methodist, Martin Stadium, Pull-
man.  Special reduced priced game tickets are available through 
the ªgroup Ticket Windowº until August 30, 2009.  Sideline reserved 
Seats $27, End Zone Reserved Seats $13.  For a • yer with ordering 
information go to http://4h.wsu.edu/.  4-H will be recognized at the 
game and have a reserved cheering section.  4-Hers can also par-
ticipate in an exceptional outing called ªFuture Cougar Dayº.  Future 
Cougar Day is a great way to learn more about WSU's world-class 
academics, experience the campus atmosphere, and, of course, 
cheer for the Cougars at a home football game.
     I encourage you to support 4-H and WSU by buying your tickets 
today. WSU vs. Southern Methodist, Martin Stadium 
     4-H will be recognized at the game and have a reserved cheering 
section. 4-Hers can also participate in an exceptional outing called 
ªFuture Cougar Dayº. 
     Future Cougar Day is a great way to learn more about WSU's 
world-class academics, experience the campus atmosphere, and, of 
course, cheer for the Cougars at a home football game. 
     Come to the Pullman campus on September 19, 2009 and be a 
part of the Cougar family for the day. 
Visit with faculty at the academic fair. 
Take a tour of campus. 
Learn more about academic areas that interest you. 
Enjoy a pre-game barbeque. 
Join in the traditional ªGo Cougs!º cheer at a WSU home football 
game.



4•H NEWS

Benton and 
Franklin

4-H Leaders of 
the Year

MARY WALCH
Hovers Clovers

KARA JORDON
Benton City Clovers

 

MEGAN WEIS
Rada Rabbits and 

Cavies

Read their stories 
on Page 5

2009 state 4-H forum
     The Forum is the annual gathering of 4-H volunteers, teens and 
faculty/sta•  from around the state.  This year the Forum will be 
October 16 - 18 at the Great Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound, WA.  4-H 
has gotten AMAZING discounted prices for this awesome event at a 
fabulous family-friendly hotel.  Come join the fun!
     During the Forum, you will have the opportunity to network with 
other volunteers, give input to the Washington State 4-H Program, 
and hone your skills at a variety of workshops. 
     The Forum features the 4-H Council Meeting, Election of State Ad-
visory Board & State Fair Board members, the 4-H Auction, speakers, 
lots of workshop sessions, Alumni Reception, Volunteer Recognition 
Banquet and Washington 4-H Hall of Fame induction.
     The Forum starts on Friday with day-long intensive training on a 
few topics followed by the annual District Meetings, the Volunteer 
Recognition Banquet and Hall of Fame Induction. Saturday features 
over forty workshop sessions, the 4th Annual 4-H Alumni Reception, 
and the 4-H Charity Auction and Dinner. Finally, Sunday will be € lled 
with the 4-H Council Meeting and project meetings.
     You can register for all or just part of the activities.  Full-time reg-
istrants will get two lunches, dinners and a brunch besides a lot of 
great information, education and fellowship.  http://4h.wsu.edu
 I, Natalie Kinion, will be teaching one of the Friday tracks.  I 
hope to see you there!  It's going to be great!

southeast district teen rally
     The 2009 Southeast District Teen Rally is being held at Meado-
wood Springs Speech and Hearing Camp in the beautiful Blue 
Mountains near Walla Walla on October 23-25. Early registration, by 
October 1, is $60 per person. Late registration, after October 1, is $80 
per person. ªCSI Walla Walla: Get a Clueº is this year's theme. Teens 
(in grades 7-12) will participate in workshops ranging from self de-
fense to mystery solving.

    Up-to-date 
camp informa-
tion, brochure, 
and registra-
tion packet 
is available 
at http://
wallawalla.
wsu.edu/4h/
teen_rally.html or contact the WSU Walla Walla County Extension at 
509-524-2685 or email Brenda Bryce at bbryce@wsu.edu. 



4•H NEWS
state 4-H advisory board 
youth positions available

     Teens, who have been in 4-H for several years, 
are looking for leadership opportunities beyond 
the county level. The youth positions on the 4-H 
State Advisory Board, o• er the opportunity to use 
personal 4-H experience to build a better State 4-H 
program.  Each year, youth positions are available 
from each district.  
     What will they bring to the 4-H State Advisory 
Board? 
´         The youth voice and perspective. 
´         Creativity and energy. 
     What will they receive from the experience?
´         An opportunity to 
partner with adults to 
provide input into 4-H pro-
gram issues, and the State 
4-H Forum. 
´         Exercise and develop-
ment of their leadership 
skills. 
´         Expenses paid for 
travel to face to face meet-
ings. 
     How do they apply?
´         Submit an appli-
cation, with requested 
signatures, to Jan Klein, 
State 4-H Teen Leadership Coordinator by October 
1, 2009.
     The application is at http://4h.wsu.edu/volntr/
sab/SABTeen.pdf.  Once accepted, information 
will be sent on to the youth to prepare for the 
State Advisory Board youth elections held at each 
District Rally. 
     Here are the openings for this year:  
Northwest District      
´         NW Teen 2-year through 2011                                                           
Southwest District      
´         SW Teen 2-year term through 2011               
Northeast District       
´         NE Teen 2-year term through 2011
Southeast District       
´         SE Teen 2-year term through 2011
     Learn more about the State 4-H Advisory Board 
and download the application at http://4h.wsu.
edu/volntr/sab/sablist.html.   

state 4-H ambassadors
youth positions available

     The Washington State 4-H Ambassadors' goal is 
to promote and portray 4-H in a positive manner 
through cooperation and communication, leader-
ship and planning. These teens, with advanced 
leadership skills, are responsible for planning 
4-H Summer Conference, mentoring and training 
County Teen Representatives, supporting the KYG 
leadership team and informing county 4-H sta•  
and youth of 4-H State and national events and 
leadership opportunities. Two teens are elected 
each year from each district for a 20 month term.
     What will they bring to the State 4-H Program:

´         contribute enthusiasm and 
knowledge to the 4-H program
´         a role model to preteens and 
teens, throughout all levels of the 
program
´         recognize and  utilize each 
others' strengths, contribute to 
positive youth-adult partnerships
´         a resource to the county, 
district, and state 4-H programs 
and sta• 
´         encourage other 4-H youth 
to develop leadership potential
´         creatively plan and facilitate 
district and state 4-H events

     What will they receive from the experience?
´         Improved communication skills
´         Leadership opportunities in developing, or-
ganizing, facilitating and evaluating events
´         Partnerships within and outside of the 4-H 
community
´         Lifelong friendships 
     How do they apply?
´         Submit an application, with requested sig-
natures, to Jan Klein, State 4-H Teen Leadership 
Coordinator by October 1, 2009. 
     The application is at http://4h.wsu.edu/StAmb/
amb_app.pdf.  Once accepted, information will be 
sent on to the youth to prepare for the State Am-
bassador elections held at each District Rally. 
     Learn more about the 4-H State Ambassador 
positions: requirements and commitment and 
download the application at http://4h.wsu.edu/
StAmb/index.htm.



4•H NEWS

MARY WALCH

     Mary Walch is the leader of 
the Hovers Clovers 4-H Club of 
Finley.  Mary was selected as a 
2009 4-H Leader of the Year for 
several reasons.  Mary started 
the club at the request of her 
granddaughter and a couple 
other little girls.  Her club has 
since grown to about 14 mem-
bers.
     Mary is very creative in • nd-
ing projects that interest every-
one, and can be done by all of 
the members even though we 
have such a broad range in ages 
and abilities.  She has been suc-
cessful in getting members to 
participate in more projects and 
more fair entries every year.  She 
encourages the kids to expand 
their interests and gets them 
excited to explore new activities.
     According to a nomination 
from Susan Jennings, ªMary is in-
credibly patient - a typical meet-
ing may have 10 kids or more in 
various stages of a project, all 
clamoring for her help or further 
instructions and she never loses 
her cool.º
     The Hovers Clovers have a 
holiday party/meeting where 
the members can invite friends 
to come and see what they do in 
4-H.  Also, members are going to 
school and talking about the fun 
they're having in 4-H, and they 
have had several children join 
the club through these invita-
tions.
     Congratulations to Mary 
Walch, a committed and ener-
getic leader with creative ideas, 
on receiving 2009 Benton-Frank-
lin 4-H Leader of the Year.

KARA JORDON

     Kara 
Jordon is 
the leader 
of the 
Benton City 
Clovers.  
Kara was 
selected 
as a 2009 
Leader of 
the Year 
for many 
reasons.  
She took 
over as the 
club leader 

last year, and early this spring 
she was diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  Because she was just 
getting the group started, she 
did not want to disappoint the 
kids or let the club crumble.
     According to a nomination 
letter written by Mary Ravage, 
Kara came home the day after 
her mastectomy surgery and 
helped with a fundraising car 
wash.  Ravage said, ªShe still had 
her stitches and drains in her 
body and was helping wash the 
cars.º  
     Her devotion and dedication 
to the kids and the club is evi-
dent.  Kara has been all about 
giving, and trying to get the kids 
to the fair.  She will be starting 
Chemo a week before the fair, 
and still plans to be there in full 
swing.
     Congratulations to Kara 
Jordon, a dedicated leader and 
inspiration, on receiving 2009 
Benton-Franklin 4-H Leader of 
the Year.

MEGAN WEIS

     Megan Weis is a member of 
the Rada Rabbits & Cavies 4-H 
Club of the greater Tri-City area.  
Megan was selected as the 2009 
Youth Leader of the Year for 
many reasons.  She is highly in-
volved in local, state, and nation-
al leadership.  She was the 08-09 
4-H Council President, holds a 
position in her club, and she 
tries hard to set a good example 
for all 4-Hers.
     She is an expert at animal 
raising of all kinds and has par-
ticipated in State and National 
Royalty contests.
     According to a nomination 
letter written by Aggie Mowry, 
ªHer expertise really shines 
when it comes to cavy raising, 
and in April of last year she won 
the National title of American 
Cavy Breeders Association 2008 
Queen.º  Megan has also facilitat-
ed several cavy care workshops, 
with young and old alike.
     Megan also had the excite-
ment of being one of the Know 
Your Government Teen Facilita-
tors at the conference in Febru-
ary.  Everyone seemed to enjoy 
her leadership skills, willingness 
to help, and cheerful, can-do at-
titude.  It is obvious that Megan 
takes great joy in helping young-
er and newer 4-Hers by sharing 
her knowledge and skills with 
them.
     Congratulations to Megan 
Weis, a wonderful example of 
what a youth leader should be, 
on receiving 2009 Benton-Frank-
lin 4-H Youth Leader of the Year.

benton franklin 4-H leaders of the year



ANIMAL SCIENCE
2009 benton franklin fair                                          4-Hers



NATIONAL 4•H NEWS
fun for the whole herd



Extension programs and employment are available to all without       
discrimination.  Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through 
your local Extension o•  ce.

09/09
FRANKLIN COUNTY EXTENSION 

1016 N. 4th Ave, Pasco, WA 99301 
 (509) 545-3511  fax 509-545-2130

Aug 25-29 Benton Franklin Fair & Rodeo-ªFun For the Whole Herdº
Aug 31  Entry deadline for the Washington State Department of Agriculture Poultry Contest, for more 
  information contact Je!  Larsen at jlarsen@agr.wa.gov
Sept 1  Entry deadline for Lamb 300 Short-course
Sept 1  Deadline for CBKLS Record books. Turn in to the Benton or Franklin County Extension O"  ce or at the   
  Columbia-Burbank Elementary School O"  ce
Sept 6  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club. Registration form   
  and information available  at www.franklincountysaddleclub.com
Sept 9-11 Columbia Basin Junior Livestock Show, Connell
Sept 14  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00p.m., Highland Middle School Library (o"  cer   
  elections tonight)
Sept 11-27 State 4-H Fair, Puyallup, WA
Sept 13  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club. Registration form  
  and information available  at www.franklincountysaddleclub.com
Sept 19  WSU Cougar Football hosts 4-H'ers, Martin Stadium, Pullman
Sept 20  Jackpot Gaming Series, Franklin County Saddle Club. Registration form   
  and information available at www.franklincountysaddleclub.com
Sept 21  2010 B F Fair & Rodeo Royalty application due
Oct 1  New 4-H Calendar year begins
Oct 1  4-H Teen Leadership Applications due
Oct 10  2010 BF Fair & Rodeo Royalty Horsemanship Competition
Oct 12  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Highland Middle School Library (Kennewick)
Oct 16-18 2009 State Forum, Great Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound, WA
Oct 17  2010 BF Fair & Rodeo Royalty Pageant at the Clover Island Inn in Kennewick
Oct 18  State 4-H Council Meeting, 4-H Forum in Grand Mound
Oct 23-25 Southeast District Teen Rally, Walla Walla
Nov 3  Volunteer Leader Training #1 at Franklin County Extension O"  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Nov 9  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00p.m., Highland Middle School Library, Kennewick
Nov 10  Volunteer Leader Training #2 at Franklin County Extension O"  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Nov 17  Volunteer Leader Training #3 at Franklin County Extension O"  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Nov 24  Volunteer Leader Training #4 at Franklin County Extension O"  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Dec 14  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00p.m., Highland Middle School Library, Kennewick
Jan 1  4-H Club Re-enrollment forms are due

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


