
pertise lies, and what Benton-
Franklin 4-H brings to the table!  
I'm excited to speak with all of 
you.  I'll be in touch!     

E-mail:  nkinion@wsu.edu
Phone: 545-3511 ext.6204

10/09   BENTON & FRANKLIN COUNTIES

4•H FOCUSWSU County Extension O"  ce Phone Numbers:
 Pasco (509) 545-3511

Kennewick (509) 735-3551
Prosser (509) 786-5609

Natalie Kinion : nkinion@wsu.edu
County e-mail: franklinco@wsu.edu

SE District Teen Rally  
See page 3. • ere's still time to sign up!

Animal Science  
Check out pages 4 & 5 for all the

latest information.

Volunteer Leader Training 
See page 2 for the Fall Leader Training dates.

4-H Council Meeting Minutes --September 14, 2009

Extension programs and 
employment are available 
to all without
discrimination.  Evidence 
of noncompliance may 
be reported through your 
local Extension o"  ce.
Persons with a disability 
requiring special
accommodations while 
participating in these 
programs may call the
Extension o"  ce to make 
that request. Without a 
request in advance, we
cannot guarantee the 
acccommodations of that 
site.  

NATALIE'S NOTES:
     I had a great time at the Co-
lumbia Basin Junior Livestock 
Show.  I attended Friday and 
got to see several # tting and 
showing classes.  If you have 
not attended this show before, 
they do the cutest pee-wee 
competitions.  I was quite im-
pressed with the future 4-Hers!  
Good job kids.
     In an attempt to see where 
we're at with 4-H in Benton & 
Franklin Counties, I will be con-

ducting phone interview sur-
veys throughout October.  They 
will take about 20 minutes, but 
I'm hoping to gather enough 
information from a variety of 
leaders and members that I and 
the Council will be able to plan 
4-H activities to # ll your needs 
and wants.
     I also would like to be able to 
share the strengths of what we 
are doing in 4-H.  Wouldn't it be 
helpful to know where our ex-

Agent's report:
     4-H forum October 16th-18th 
     4-H week October 4th- 10th 
     State Fair ends September 27th
     94.9 radio station would like 4-H 
to broadcast on the radio, if you 
would like to participate please 
send Natalie a note saying why you 
should be chosen to be on the radio 
with her.  
Announcements:
     Mary Walch may have your miss-
ing items from the small animal 
barn.

Old business:
     elections postponed until next 
month.
 
New business:
     committee meetings
PR: talked about advantages of us-
ing 94.9 radio station, planning gear 
up for fair.
Life skills: planning livestock events
Finance: sell more cookbooks, use 
fair as annual fundraiser.



Benton-Franklin 
4-H Volunteer 

Leader Trainings

     Volunteer Leader 
Training is mandatory 
for all newly enrolling 
4-H leaders, as well as 
re-enrollment.  
     Classes will be of-
fered on the following 
dates:

VLT #1 - Nov 3

VLT #2 - Nov 10

VLT #3 - Nov 17

VLT #4 - Nov 24

All classes will be held 
at the Pasco Extension 
o•  ce:
404 W. Clark Street
from 7:00 - 9:00pm.

To register for class, call 
545-3511

4-H members and par-
ents are, as always, 
welcome to attend.

4!H NEWS
bf fair 2009 herdsmanship winners

SHEEP
small 4-H:
1. Precious Creatures
2. Badger Mountain Kids
3. Whispering Willows

large 4-H:
1. Blockbusters
2. 
3. Whittlin Whistlin Brigade

GOATS
1. South Franklin CoLivestock
2. Barnyard Hula Gins
3. Ewe Kids/ Rada 4-H

POULTRY
small 4-H:
1. All 4 Him
2. Whispering Willows
3. Clover Kids
large 4-H:
1. Leftover
2.  Rada Rabbits & Cavies

BEEF
Results to be posted in 

November Issue of Focus

PIGEONS
1. All 4 Him
2. Whispering Willows
3. Leftovers

DAIRY
1. Rocky Top 4-H

RABBITS
small 4-H:
1. Rada Rabbits & Cavies
2. Town & Country
3. Leftovers
large 4-H:
1. Country Classics
2. All 4 Him
3. Country Classics

SWINE
small 4-H:
1. Flatbottom
2. Bringin Home the Bacon
3. Lucky Charms
large 4-H:
1. Finley Livestock
2. Town & Country
3. Country Classics

medal of 
honor

ceremony

Monday,
November 9

at
7:00pm

at
the Grange Hall

 in Pasco, WA

details will be e-mailed 
as the event approaches



4•H NEWS

Benton and 
Franklin

4-H Leaders of 
the Year

MARY WALCH
Hovers Clovers

KARA JORDON
Benton City Clovers

 

Youth Leader

MEGAN WEIS
Rada Rabbits and 

Cavies

district teen rally: get a clue

2010 4-H know your government
lobbying for change:

the legislative process
Jan Klein

     We have a new curricu-
lum for the 2010 KYG Con-
ference and it's the best yet!  
At the 2010 4-H Know Your 
Government Conference, 
teens from your county will 
have the opportunity to 
be a lobbyist attempting 
to move forward a bill on a 
current issue, applicable to 
their community.  If you are 
interested in attending this 
year's KYG, please contact 
Natalie Kinion (nkinion@
wsu.edu or 509-545-3511) 
to let her know that you 
want to know more.  KYG is 
an amazing experience for 
youth!

Jan Klein
     District Rallies bring together young 
people to share 4-H Club and county 
experiences, develop leadership skills, 
build new relationships, expand indi-
vidual resources, and to make the 4-H 
program better. District youth repre-
sentatives for State Ambassadors, and 
the State 4-H Advisory Board are elect-
ed at the rallies. This year's rallies are 
slated to be the BEST ever. Your county 
teens won't want to miss this great dis-
trict opportunity. Watch for more infor-
mation, brochures and registration to 
be up on the 4-H website at:  http://4h.
wsu.edu/members/rallydates.htm.  
SE District ªCSI Walla Walla: Get a Clueº

October 23-25, 2009
Meadowood Springs Speech & Hearing Camp 

Hosted by Walla Walla
Information at http://wallawalla.wsu.edu/4h/teen_rally.html 



ANIMAL SCIENCE
lamb of merit program steer of merit program

Jean Smith
     The lamb evaluation program for the Benton 
Franklin Fair and the Columbia Basin Junior Live-
stock Show has been set for 7 p.m. on Monday, 
October 26th at the 4-H Building (Building #4) at 
the Benton County Fairgrounds. 
     There will be cash or savings bond awards for 
the top placing lambs and certi• cates for all exhib-
itors with lambs that met the criteria.  There will 
also be certi• cates for breeders of the top lambs 
that quali• ed for ªLamb of Meritº.  Members must 
be present to receive awards.
     The Criteria for ªLamb of Meritº:
1. Hot 
carcass 
weight - 
Must weigh 
between 
55 and 85 
pounds
2. Adjusted 
fat thickness 
at the 12th 
rib - Must be  
0.16 inch to 
0.25 inch
3. Muscling 
- Leg Con-
formation 
score must 
be High 
Choice or 
better
4. Yield 
Grade - 2.9 
or lower
5. Carcass acceptability - Carcasses must have 
acceptable color, • rmness of fat and lean, and 
be free of defects that may signi• cantly reduce 
carcass value.
6. Average daily gain - Minimum of 0.60 pounds 
per day, based on the beginning weight taken a 
minimum of 60 days before the show.  The • nal 
weight is based on hot carcass weight.

Jean Smith
     The ªSteer of Meritº program will be Monday, 
October 5th starting at 7:00 p.m. at a new loca-
tion, Building #4 (4-H bldg) at the Benton County 
Fairgrounds.  This program is for cattle produc-
ers and the 4-H and FFA members that exhibited 
steers at the Benton Franklin Fair and the Colum-
bia Basin Junior Livestock Show.  There will be a 
slide presentation on carcass evaluation as well as 
handouts with carcass data on all of the market 
steers from both shows.  Following the presenta-
tion, ªSteer of Meritº certi• cates will be awarded 
to both the breeder and exhibitor of market steers 
that quali• ed for ªSteer of Meritº.  
     The Franklin County Cattlemen's Association 
and Benton County Cattlemen's Association will 
be sponsoring cash awards for all 4-H and FFA 
members present who exhibited a steer that met 
all of the following ªSteer of Meritº criteria:
1. Average Daily Gain = 2.60 lbs. per day or better 
from the spring weigh-in until fair 
2. Hot carcass = 600 lbs. minimum and 900 lbs. 
maximum
3. Meets the minimum rib-eye requirement
4. Yield grade requirements now depend on the 
quality grade
 Low Choice = 2.9 or lower
 Average/High Choice = 3.4 or lower
 Prime = 3.9 or lower
5. Quality grade = Low Choice or better
6. Carcasses must be determined acceptable and 
free from defects that may signi• cantly reduce 
carcass value.
     All exhibitors must be present to receive their 
cash awards for qualifying animals.



ANIMAL SCIENCE

     Intermediate and Senior 4-H members interested in compet-
ing in the 4-H State Horse Bowl 
Contest in May 2010 are invited to 
join in the practice sessions.  The 
• rst practice session for the new 
4-H year will be held on October 6, 
2009 at 4:30-5:30 p.m. at the Ken-
newick Extension o€  ce.  We will be 
meeting twice a month through 
November and once in December 
to accommodate holiday activities.  
After New Years Day we will be 
meeting weekly as we prepare for 
the state competition in May.  For 
more information contact either 
Ann Wight at 509-588-6194 or Jean 
Smith at 509-735-3551.

     The 4th Annual Evergreen Exclusive Youth Judging Contest is 
scheduled for October 10, 2009 at the Evergreen Exclusive Sale held 
at the Benton County Fairgrounds in Kennewick, WA.  Registration 
will begin at 9:00 am until the start of the contest at 10:00 am.  Four 
classes of livestock will be judged during the contest.  The consign-
ors of the Evergreen Exclusive Angus Sale will supply the animals for 
the contest.
     Elenbaas Co. Feeds will sponsor this event that o• ers $1200 in 
prize money for the participating youth.  Youth that receive the top 
three scores in each division receive $300, $200 and $100 respec-
tively.
     Two age divisions will be designated.  These divisions will be com-
prised of 14 years and under and 15 years and over.  The top three 
placing individuals of each division will qualify for a credit towards 
the purchase of animals being o• ered in the sale.  Of interest to 
youth will be 48 halter broke open show heifer prospects and over 
50 halter broke Angus and Angus crossbred steer prospects.    These 
steer prospects will be suitable for both 2010 spring and fall shows.
     The Washington Angus Association o• ers several youth incen-
tive programs for those youth that purchase either heifers or steers.  
Over $5000 is made available in reimbursement for those youth that 
purchase animals through this sale.
     Information for the judging contest or sale can be obtained by 
contacting Judging Contest Chairman:  Je•  and Jamie Sackmann at 
(509) 349-2359 ± email: je• andjamie@yahoo.com or Sale Manager:  
Kendall Cattle Sales (208) 858-2163 ± email:  kendall@potlatch.com.

     Steers and show heifers will be 
available for purchase as 4-H and 
FFA beef projects at two sched-
uled club calf sales.  The • rst will 
be on October 10 in conjunction 
with the Evergreen Angus Sale at 
the Benton County Fairgrounds.  
For more information contact 
the sale manager, Kendall Cattle 
Sales at 208-858-2163 or e-mail 
at: kendall@potlatch.com. 
     The second sale will be held 
on Friday, November 27, 2009 at 
the JR Ranch South of Othello, 
Washington, just o•  Highway 
17.  Follow directional signs 
that will be posted on sale day.  
Calves will be vaccinated, halter 
broke, washed and clipped. They 
will range from 500 to 850 lbs., 
suitable for both spring and fall 
shows.  Disposition is guaran-
teed.  Delivery to central points 
will be coordinated.  For more 
information, contact Je•  or Pam 
Schmidt (509) 488-2158 or jr-
ranch@cbnn.net.

4-H & FFA beef judging contest club calf sale

horse bowl



NATIONAL 4•H NEWS

     On 4-H National Youth Sci-
ence Day, October 7th, young 
people across the nation will get 
a chance to examine one of the 
most important issues facing 
our nation today - energy. Youth 
will discover, learn and have a 
blast exploring alternative fuels 
through Biofuel Blast, the Na-
tional Science Experiment. 
     Developed in conjunction 
with the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Extension and Wiscon-
sin 4-H, the experiment is de-
signed to spark an early interest 

2009 national science experiment: biofuel blast!
in the sciences - all part of 4-H's 
bold goal to engage a million 
new young people in science, 

engineering and technology 
programs by 2013. 

     You can ! nd everything you 
need to participate in 4-H Na-
tional Youth Science Day online 
at www.4-H.org/NYSD. The site 
has lots of useful information, 
including the experiment facili-
tator's guide, interactive tools, 
event planning kits and much 
more. Plus, new features, infor-
mation and promotions will be 
added in the months and weeks 
leading up to October 7th - so 
make sure to register to receive 
event updates today.

     A new SET curriculum has been added to the 
National 4-H Curriculum Collection" Butter# y 
WINGS is a great way for your club to serve society 
as a citizen scientist while learning important skills 
and having lots of fun. 
     The new Project Butter# y WINGS curriculum has 
been added to the National 4-H Curriculum Collec-
tion. In Project Butter# y WINGS, youth explore the 
outdoors through guided inquiry, learn to identify 
the butter# y families and common butter# ies, and 
contribute to science. Developed by the University 
of Florida, the curriculum is geared toward youth 
ages 9-13 and focuses on environmental science, 
citizen science, butter# y biology, identi! cation, 
habitats and monitoring.
     The curriculum consists of a Youth Project 
Guide, Facilitator's Guide and interactive web site 
designed to encourage adolescent interest, under-
standing and long-term involvement in science. 
Leaders and youth without previous knowledge of 
butter# ies can participate as the program trans-
forms them from beginner to engaged citizen 
scientist. Youth participate in authentic, hands-on, 
collaborative research as they collect information 
about the butter# ies in their communities and 
enter the data they collect into the interactive 
WINGS web site. Scientists and the public use this 
information to further scienti! c knowledge and 
view the distribution and population trends of 

new project butter fly wings 4-H curriculum
common butter# y species.
     The Youth Guide (product $08392) and Facilita-
tor's Guide (product $08393) are each priced at 
%7.95. 
Title: Project Butter# y WINGS
Type of Material: Individual Project Curriculum
Grades: 4th ± 8th (Ages 9 -13)
Format: Project Manual
Category: Science, Engineering and Technology
Focus Area: Environmental science, citizen sci-
ence, butter# y biology, identi! cation, habitats and 
monitoring.
For more information, visit http://www.4-Hmall.
org/curriculum.



NATIONAL 4•H NEWS

     National 4-H Week will take o•  with a speedy 
start on October 4th, as the 4-H emblem makes 
its debut appearance in a NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series race. The well-known national icon will be 
featured on the ̀ TV panel' of the No. 24 DuPont 
Chevrolet driven by Je•  Gordon at Kansas Speed-
way that day. The placement of the 4-H clover on 
the No. 24 Chevrolet was made possible through 
a generous donation by DuPont, sponsor of both 
the No. 24 team and of 4-H. 
     ª4-H has been a leader among youth develop-
ment organizations, enriching the lives of millions 
of young people for more than100 years,º said Gor-
don. ªIt is an honor to 
have such an iconic 
emblem featured on 
the DuPont Chevro-
let and to provide 
such an exciting way 
to help the nation 
kick-o•  National 4-H 
Week.º 
     National 4-H Week, 
an annual 4-H cel-
ebration includes the 
highly anticipated, 
4-H National Youth 
Science Day, which 
brings together 
millions of youth to 
participate in the 
National Science Ex-
periment. This year's 
experiment, Biofuel Blast, will introduce youth to 
alternative energy. Participants will learn how cel-
lulose and sugars in plants ± such as corn, switch-
grass, sorghum and algae ± can be converted into 
fuel, and how alternative energies can be used in 

their own communities. They will be able to cre-
ate their own biofuel, lead discussions about what 
they've learned, and see how their small creations 
are a part of a larger, global discussion. DuPont is 
also a premier sponsor of 4-H National Youth Sci-
ence Day and the Biofuel Blast National Science 
Experiment.
     ªThe appearance of the 4-H emblem on Je•  Gor-
don's car in the Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup is 
a wonderful salute to 4-H by DuPont, and an amaz-
ing way for us to begin National 4-H Week,º said 
Donald T. Floyd, Jr., president and CEO of National 
4-H Council. ªNow, millions of current 4-H'ers, 4-H 

alumni and racing 
fans alike can watch 
with excitement as 
the clover takes to 
the track for the ! rst 
time.º
     The Kansas event 
is the third in the 
10-race Chase for 
the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup, and the 1.5-mile 
track is the site of 
two of Gordon's 82 
career victories in 
NASCAR's premier 
division.
     ªResearch into 
biofuels and bio-
based materials is 
an important area 

for our company, and we are proud to sponsor 4-H 
in their extraordinary e• ort to help young people 
understand one of the most important issues facing 
our nation today,º said James C. Borel, group vice 
president, DuPont Agriculture.

NASCAR and 4-H team up

appearing here soon:

all clubs with complete re-enrollment packets

(if you don't know what this means, call 545-3511 and ask about re-enrolling in 4-H)
FYI: you have to do it before you can hold meetings for the 09/10 4-H year



Extension programs and employment are available to all without       
discrimination.  Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through 
your local Extension o•  ce.

10/09
FRANKLIN COUNTY EXTENSION 

1016 N. 4th Ave, Pasco, WA 99301 
 (509) 545-3511  fax 509-545-2130

Oct 1  New 4-H Calendar year begins
Oct 1  4-H Teen Leadership Applications due
Oct 4-10 National 4-H Week
Oct 5  ªSteer of Meritº Program, 7 p.m. Benton County Fairgrounds, Building #4 (4-H Building),
  must be present to receive cash awards
Oct 6  Horse Bowl Practice, 4:30 p.m. WSU Extension o!  ce in Kennewick
Oct 7  4-H National Youth Science Day
Oct 10  2010 BF Fair & Rodeo Royalty Horsemanship Competition
Oct 10  Evergreen Angus Sale, Benton County Fairgrounds, for more information contact the sale manager,
  Kendall Cattle Sales at (208) 858-2163 or e-mail at: kendall@potlatch.com
Oct 10  4-H and FFA Beef Judging Contest, 9 a.m Benton County Fairgrounds, for more information
  contact Je"  and Jamie Sackmann at (509) 349-2359 ± email: je" andjamie@yahoo.com
Oct 12  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Highland Middle School Library (Kennewick)
Oct 16-18 2009 State Forum, Great Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound, WA
Oct 17  2010 BF Fair & Rodeo Royalty Pageant at the Clover Island Inn in Kennewick
Oct 18  State 4-H Council Meeting, 4-H Forum in Grand Mound
Oct 20   Horse Bowl Practice, 4:30 p.m. WSU Extension o!  ce in Kennewick
Oct 20  Horse Leaders and Parents Meeting, 7 p.m. WSU Extension O!  ce in Kennewick
Oct 23-25 Southeast District Teen Rally, Walla Walla
Oct 26  ªLamb of Meritº Program, 7 p.m. Benton County Fairgrounds, Building #4 (4-H Building),
  must be present to receive cash awards
Nov 3  Volunteer Leader Training #1 at Franklin County Extension O!  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Nov 9   Medal of Honor Ceremony, Grange Hall, Pasco, WA                                           
Nov 10  Volunteer Leader Training #2 at Franklin County Extension O!  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Nov 17  Volunteer Leader Training #3 at Franklin County Extension O!  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Nov 24  Volunteer Leader Training #4 at Franklin County Extension O!  ce from 7-9pm  Call 545-3511 to sign-up
Nov 27  JR Ranch Club Calf Sale for more information contact Je"  or Pam Schmidt (509) 488-2158
  or jrranch@cbnn.net
Dec 14  4-H Council Meeting, 7:00p.m., Highland Middle School Library, Kennewick
Jan 1  4-H Club Re-enrollment forms are due

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


